
 

 
 

 

Up in Smoke? 

Reinvesting in Alberta’s Addiction and Mental Health Strategy 
 

 
-Media Notice- 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

#cannabistax4mentalhealthAB

 
STUDENT ADVOCACY GROUP CALLS FOR ACTION TO REINVEST CANNABIS TAX INTO THE 

CHRONICALLY UNDERFUNDED ADDICTION AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES IN ALBERTA 

 

March 21, 2017 (Edmonton) – Graduate Students of the School of Public Health at the University of 

Alberta gather for news release on March 23 to call for more steps to be taken to address the woefully 

underfunded addition and mental health services in Alberta. At least one in five Albertans experience 

an addiction or mental health issue. 

Student Advocates for Public Health (SAPH) are hosting a public forum for concerned individuals, local 

experts, community groups and stakeholders to draw attention to the need for more efforts in this 

woefully underfunded healthcare service. 

 
We invite you to attend our public forum: 

 

Thursday March 23, 2017 at 0900 

University of Alberta Katz Building 1
st 

Floor Atrium (see map attached) 

 
Guest Speakers: 

 

Dr. David Swann, MLA, MD, Co-Chair Alberta Mental Health Committee 

Dr. Cam Wild, PhD, Professor, School of Public Health, University of Alberta 

 
Each year, substance misuse costs Albertans $4.4 billion overall, with $1 billion in direct health care 

costs, $855 million in lost productivity, and $407 million in law enforcement. The NDP government has 

stated that funding addiction and mental health programs and services is a priority, yet these essential 

services remain chronically underfunded. Currently, only 6% of health care spending in Alberta goes to 

addiction and mental health services when the recommended amount is twice that (9-13%). 

 
The SAPH recommendations align with the federal government’s 2016 Final Report of the Task Force 

on Cannabis Legalization and Regulation finding that tax revenues should fully support prevention 

efforts in youth, early intervention and treatment, and research. 

 
Cannabis use in Canadian youth is higher than any other drug and many start using it as early as late 

elementary school. Twenty-three percent of Canadian youth use cannabis on a near-daily basis (6). In 

total, Canadian youth use cannabis at a rate 2.5 times higher than adults aged 25 and older, and are 

among the highest users in the world. Young people are disproportionately more likely than those in 

other age groups to engage in risky patterns of substance use and experience harms from that use. 

This risk must be addressed. 



Student Advocates for Public Health (SAPH) is an advocacy group formed by graduate students from 

the School of Public Health at the University of Alberta. Our mission is to advocate for healthy public 

policies to prevent illness, injury and premature death. 

 

For more information, please contact: 

 
Jennifer Hermann 
780 242 6330 
jhermann@ualberta.ca 
 
 
Natasha Wilson 

780 288 2902 

nlwilson@ualberta.ca 



 

Location 
 

Katz Building, Level 1 Atrium 

South Entrance on 114 St. (across from Edmonton Clinic Health Academy) 

 

 
TIME:  09:00-09:30 

 

 


